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You are Invited to Participate in 
 

 
 

 
To raise awareness and support for the charitable, educational, and 
spiritual ministries of the Diocese of Lafayette, we are rallying the 
Catholic community by participating in the fourth-annual 
#iGiveCatholic Giving Day. We will celebrate this day of Catholic 
giving on Tuesday, November 27, 2018, also known as 
#GivingTuesday, a global day devoted to giving. 
 
Why are online giving days important for our parishes, schools, 
ministries, and other not-for-profits of the diocese?   
 

Research shows us that:  
 

• Giving days are attractive to a broad range of parishioners, alumni, and supporters 
from individuals in their 20s through their 70s and beyond. 

• Online giving campaigns are a great way to attract new and younger supporters, 
ensuring long-term sustainability. In a national study, first-time donors made up 
42% of giving day donors. 

• Compared to traditional campaigns, staff time required to launch online campaigns 
decreases by 50% to 80%.  
  

We believe in the generosity of Catholics in our diocese. Working with our partner 
arch/dioceses, our goal is to unite the Catholic community in support of the organizations 
that shape our souls: Our parishes, schools, ministries, and not-for-profit organizations.  
Enclosed in this packet is more information about the #iGiveCatholic Giving Day. We are 
excited to begin this journey with you.  

http://www.igivecatholic.org/
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9 Reasons to Participate in #iGiveCatholic 
on Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

 

#1 It’s Easy. We provide the logos, email templates, and other tools you 
need to create a marketing campaign for your parishioners, alumni, and 
donors. 
 

#2 It’s Cheap. Did you know that it only costs 7 cents to acquire a new 
supporter online? 
 

#3 It’s Fun. Rally support by spreading the Good News about your school, 
parish, ministry, or not-for-profit organization to the community.  
 

#4 Build relationships with young parishioners, alumni, and 
donors you would normally not be able to access who like to give online. 
 

#5 Everyone will be talking about it on Twitter, on Facebook, on 
Instagram, and face-to-face. 
 

#6 Don’t get left behind. Bring your ministry into the digital age—
you’ll have lots of news for your newsletters and social media pages.  
 

#7 Make history and celebrate philanthropy by participating in the 
fourth-annual Catholic online giving day.   
 

#8 Make an impact on the lives of those you support and those who 
support you. 
 

#9 It’s Easy. This is worth repeating. Send a few emails and ask your 
supporters to do the same. Be creative. Did we mention it’s easy?! 
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About the #iGiveCatholic Giving Day 

 

“And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did  
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’” Matthew 25:40 

 
 

Celebrated annually on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving, Black Friday, and Cyber 
Monday, #iGiveCatholic is an online giving day that kicks off the charitable season and 
brings the Catholic community together to give thanks and give back. As the first-ever 
online giving day created to celebrate our unique Catholic heritage, #iGiveCatholic 
inspires faithful stewards to "Give Catholic" on #GivingTuesday, a global day of giving. 
 
Declared “the most successful Catholic crowdfunding event to date” by the National 
Catholic Register, the goal of the #iGiveCatholic Giving Day is to rally our Catholic 
community in support of our parishes, schools, ministries, and not-for-profit organizations. 
Secure, tax-deductible donations to eligible Catholic organizations located in participating 
arch/dioceses will be accepted at iGiveCatholic.org during a 24-hour period on 
#GivingTuesday, November 27.  
 
In 2017, the third year of the campaign raised more than $3.6 million for 600+ 
participating parishes, schools, and nonprofits representing 17 arch/dioceses across the 
country. At the close of the 24-hour giving period, the number of online contributions 
totaled more than 13,000 gifts from 29 states and 6 countries, including Afghanistan, Great 
Britain, Philippines, Puerto Rico, Honduras, and Canada.  
 
Let's unite to share our gifts lovingly in justice with others, and return them with increase 
to the Lord! 
 

http://www.igivecatholic.org/
https://igivecatholic.org/
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General Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQs) 
 
What is #iGiveCatholic? 
#iGiveCatholic is an online giving event that provides our Catholic parishes, schools, 
ministries, and not-for-profits the opportunity to connect with their current donors and 
establish relationships with new donors.  
 
It is also an opportunity for Catholics to affirm our faith as disciples of Jesus Christ by 
sharing our gifts out of love for God and one another. The goal of #iGiveCatholic is to 
inspire the Catholic community to come together as faithful stewards and to "Give Catholic" 
on #GivingTuesday, a global day dedicated to giving back. 
 
Who can participate in the #iGiveCatholic Giving Day? 
Parishes, schools, ministries, and not-for-profit organizations affiliated with a participating 
arch/diocese are eligible to participate in the #iGiveCatholic Giving Day. Please consult 
your arch/dioceses’ point person for more information.  
 
When is #iGiveCatholic? 
This year, #iGiveCatholic takes place on Tuesday, November 27, from 12:00 AM to 11:59 
PM CST. 
 
How does it work? 
#iGiveCatholic is an online platform with searchable profiles of participating parishes, 
schools, ministries, and not-for-profit organizations affiliated with participating 
arch/dioceses. All donations will be processed through iGiveCatholic.org. Anyone can 
donate to his or her favorite ministry on Tuesday, November 27, from midnight until 11:59 
PM CST. Participating organizations and donors can track event progress via leaderboards. 
 
Why host a day of Catholic giving on #GivingTuesday? 
We have a day for giving thanks. We have two for purchasing gifts for loved ones—Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday. And now we have #GivingTuesday, a global day dedicated to 
giving back.  
 
On Tuesday, November 27, individuals and organizations around the world will come 
together for one common purpose: To celebrate generosity and to give. 
 
 

http://www.igivecatholic.org/
https://igivecatholic.org/
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We know that, for Catholics, generosity and giving have a profound meaning. As children of 
God, giving is the ultimate expression of mercy as we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
give shelter to the homeless, and preserve our Catholic heritage for future generations.  
 
Compelled to action by our shared faith, Catholics are energized to give back knowing that 
little is much when God is in it. 
 
How can I stay up to date on what's happening? 
News and updates will be posted regularly to #iGiveCatholic’s social media sites: 

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/iGiveCatholic 
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/iGiveCatholic 
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/igivecatholic/ 

 

http://www.igivecatholic.org/
https://www.facebook.com/iGiveCatholic
https://twitter.com/iGiveCatholic
https://www.instagram.com/igivecatholic/
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Parish/School/Ministry/ 

Not-For-Profit FAQs 
 
What organizations are eligible for #iGiveCatholic? 
All 501(c)3 parishes, schools, ministries, and not-for-profit organizations affiliated with a 
participating arch/diocese are eligible to participate in the #iGiveCatholic Giving Day. 
Please consult your arch/dioceses’ point person for more information.  
 
What does it cost a parish/school/ministry/not-for-profit to participate in 
#iGiveCatholic? 
It costs nothing. #iGiveCatholic is a gift to our community. 
 
How do I register my organization to participate? 
Online registration opens on August 16. Eligible organizations in participating 
arch/dioceses must activate their account online by logging onto iGiveCatholic.org via the 
email confirmation sent from GiveGab on August 16. 
 
In this email, you will find a prompt that will allow you to access your #iGiveCatholic 
“Admin Dashboard” on GiveGab to begin customizing your #iGiveCatholic profile. Be sure 
to select the prompt in your email to properly activate your account! 
 
Online registration will close October 31. #iGiveCatholic utilizes an “opt-out” format. If an 
organization does not wish to participate in the giving day, please let your arch/diocese’s 
point person know ASAP or by that date.   
 
Questions? How-to articles on registering and completing your profile are located on the 
Resources page and throughout GiveGab's support center. We also recommend utilizing the 
chat bubble in the bottom right-hand corner of the iGiveCatholic.org website. 
 
How will organizations train? 
Two live training webinars will be offered in the fall. Additionally, a series of recorded 
training webinars will be maintained on the iGiveCatholic.org website. We strongly advise 
that you participate in or view these webinars as they will help guide you in a successful 
giving day. Additional training might be offered by participating arch/dioceses. Please 
consult your arch/dioceses’ point person for more information. 
 
When will my organization receive its donations? 
Your arch/diocese will send your donations via check within 90 days of the giving day. 
 

http://www.igivecatholic.org/
https://igivecatholic.org/
file://fileserver.how.arch.no/CF/PUBLIC/CF%20PERMANENT%20FILES/Events/#iGiveCatholic/2018/Participating%20(Arch)Dioceses%20-%20Organization%20Packets/Packet/Packet%20Pieces/iGiveCatholic.org
https://igivecatholic.org/
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Does my organization need to send letters to donors for their tax deduction? 
No. Donors immediately receive an email from #iGiveCatholic confirming their gift. Note 
that all donations must be 100% tax deductible (no additional benefits.) However, this tax 
deduction form is not a "thank you." By registering to participate in #iGiveCatholic, 
organizations agree to acknowledge donations within seven working days. Participants 
may contact donors through any medium they like, including thank you letters, phone calls, 
or social media “shout outs.”  
 
Will my organization receive donor information for acknowledgements? 
Yes. You will have access to donor information during the giving day via a donations table 
that can be accessed in your “Admin Dashboard” and downloaded to a .CSV. To log in to 
your Admin Dashboard, go to iGiveCatholic.org and click “Menu” in the top right hand 
corner of the page. A drop down will appear–click “Log In” to enter your email and 
password. For more detailed step-by-step directions, click to read the support article here.  
 
How can I stay up to date on what's happening? 
News and updates will be posted regularly to #iGiveCatholic’s social media sites: 

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/iGiveCatholic 
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/iGiveCatholic 
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/igivecatholic/ 

 
I have questions—who can answer them? 
#iGiveCatholic has partnered with the giving day platform processor, GiveGab. On the  
iGiveCatholic.org website, use the blue chat bubble on the bottom right hand corner of any 
page to ask questions. You can also email questions@igivecatholic.org.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.igivecatholic.org/
https://support.givegab.com/highlight-your-fundraising-efforts-with-a-campaign/reflecting-back-on-your-campaign-s-success/how-do-i-download-a-report-of-my-campaign-donations
https://www.facebook.com/iGiveCatholic
https://twitter.com/iGiveCatholic
https://www.instagram.com/igivecatholic/
file://fileserver.how.arch.no/CF/PUBLIC/CF%20PERMANENT%20FILES/Events/#iGiveCatholic/2018/Participating%20(Arch)Dioceses%20-%20Organization%20Packets/Packet/Packet%20Pieces/iGiveCatholic.org
mailto:questions@igivecatholic.org
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2018 Training Session Information 
 

Please mark your calendars to attend an #iGiveCatholic training! 
 

Live Webinars, hosted by GiveGab: 
 
Registration is required. Visit iGiveCatholic.org and click the “Resources” 
tab. Then, click the “Sign Up” button under the training session(s)! Pre-
recorded training webinars are also available in the “Resources” section. 

 

August 28 10-11 AM CST Topic: Getting ready for 
#iGiveCatholic 

Webinar 

November 6 10-11 AM CST Topic: Final steps for a 
successful giving day 

Webinar 

 
 

 

http://www.igivecatholic.org/
https://igivecatholic.org/
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(igivecatholic.org) 

CULTURE OF LIFE |  NOV. 27, 2017 

Dioceses Hope to Raise Millions with 
#iGiveCatholic Campaign for Giving Tuesday 
 

An initiative to make Giving Tuesday a day of Catholic giving has now 
spread from New Orleans to dioceses across the U.S. 
Peter Jesserer Smith 
 
NEW ORLEANS — An innovative form of Catholic crowdfunding on Giving Tuesday has gone 
national this year, as the iGiveCatholic campaign spreads to 17 dioceses and archdioceses in 
various regions of the U.S. 
 
The #iGiveCatholic campaign is a 24-hour online crowdfunding effort, hosted 
at iGiveCatholic.org, on Giving Tuesday, a global day inviting people on Nov. 28, the Tuesday 
following the Black Friday and Cyber Monday sales events, to give to charity. 
 
This is the third iGiveCatholic campaign since it was started by the Archdiocese of New Orleans 
in 2015, which crowdfunded a record $1.36 million online in 24 hours for Catholic parishes, 
schools and ministries. Last year’s campaign saw five additional dioceses participate and raise 
$1.9 million gifts for more than 300 ministries. 
“It’s kind of nuts how this thing is exploding,” Cory Howat, executive director of The Catholic 
Foundation for the archdiocese. “It has grown so fast.” 
 
This year’s goal aims to raise at least $3.5 million to support the ministries of more than 600 
schools, parishes, and other affiliated organizations in 17 participating dioceses and 
archdioceses. 

http://www.ncregister.com/sections/culture-of-life
https://www.igivecatholic.org/#home
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/will-you-say-igivecatholic-this-giving-tuesday
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/new-orleans-catholics-raise-1-million-in-24-hours
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/igivecatholic-2-catholic-day-of-giving-spreads
http://www.ncregister.com/
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The #iGiveCatholic website also has a “leaderboard” that allows Catholics to check the donation 
“stats” for their favorite Catholic parish, school or ministry. 
 
The archdioceses and dioceses that have joined onto this year’s #iGiveCatholic campaign by the 
July 1 cutoff date represent Catholics in 11 states, situated in the West, the Midwest, the South 
and Northeast. They include the Archdiocese of Atlanta; Archdiocese of Kansas City, Kansas; 
Archdiocese of Mobile, Alabama; Archdiocese of New Orleans; Diocese of Allentown, 
Pennsylvania; Diocese of Austin, Texas; Diocese of Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Diocese of Biloxi, 
Mississippi; Diocese of Helena, Montana; Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, Louisiana; Diocese of 
Jackson, Mississippi; Diocese of Knoxville, Tennessee; Diocese of Lexington, Kentucky; 
Diocese of Lubbock, Texas; Diocese of Memphis, Tennessee; Diocese of Owensboro, Kentucky; 
and the Diocese of Paterson, New Jersey. 
 
Howat explained that digital technology has expanded even further since they began 
#iGiveCatholic, allowing them to scale up the campaign to a national level. They have been able 
to build separate diocesan leaderboards for the #iGiveCatholic campaign to complement the 
national leaderboard, and they have the technology to embed a giving portal on local parish and 
school webpages. 
  
Dioceses on Board 
Timothy Potter, director of development for the Diocese of Paterson, told the Register that he 
was initially skeptical of the concept until he learned that the #iGiveCatholic campaign would 
benefit directly the ministries, parishes, schools and Catholic charitable organizations in the 
diocese, and give them an opportunity to tell their stories. 
 
“Right when I knew that, I was totally on board with the method and the mission,” he said. 
 
The diocese has 21 Catholic entities participating this year. The two biggest questions from 
participants were how they could use the #iGiveCatholic program to be in touch with certain 
donors, and how could they develop effective videos and integrate them into their social media 
#iGiveCatholic campaigns. 
 
Potter said that while raising money was a great goal, they are placing a priority on participation, 
and hope they can translate that into greater Catholic involvement in community events and 
volunteer activities. 
 
“That is what we’re looking for,” he said. 
 
Andrea Bizzanelli, the #iGiveCatholic coordinator for the Diocese of Austin, said the day of 
Catholic giving was “a good experience for our parishes and our schools.” This year they have 
11 schools, 20 parishes and 3 nonprofits participating. 
 
Bizzanelli explained that the diocese learned that the training sessions to market the program are 
essential to success for participating parishes and schools. She said the diocese was enormously 
grateful for the marketing toolkits that the Archdiocese of New Orleans’s Catholic Foundation 

https://www.igivecatholic.org/#leaderboard
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developed in order to help parishes, schools, and ministries learn how to build up support and 
excitement in advance of Giving Tuesday. 
 
“I think this [campaign] will grow as people continue to do it, and more people get to know 
about it,” Bizzanelli said. 
  
A Dedicated Non-Profit 
The Catholic Foundation also decided this year, with a mandate from New Orleans Archbishop 
Gregory Aymond, to transition #iGiveCatholic into a fully staffed separate 501(c)(3) nonprofit, 
registered with the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, in order to grow the initiative even 
further as a ministry for the Church. 
 
Howat said they realized they needed to make the transition after last year’s successful 
campaign, and do more to share it with the entire country, realizing “there is something here the 
Lord is calling us to.” 
 
Approximately 30 other dioceses have expressed interest in joining #iGiveCatholic next year, as 
well as two dioceses outside the U.S. — one in the Philippines and the other in the United 
Kingdom. 
 
The non-profit will be overseen by Josephine Everly, chief operating officer of the Catholic 
Foundation. She told the Register that participants reported the #iGiveCatholic campaign has 
been a “fun and exciting way to talk about our mission,” that has helped parishes, schools, and 
organizations engage more volunteers, tap their creativity, and learn how to build up excitement 
by getting the word out through traditional and social media. 
 
“It is really about generating that excitement that gets people to go online and give,” she said. 
  
Challenging the Conventions 
A study by the University of Notre Dame’s Institute for Church Life called “Unleashing Catholic 
Generosity: Explaining the Catholic Giving Gap in the United States,” found that Catholics gave 
the least compared to members of other faiths in the U.S. It found 15% of Catholics reported 
tithing, and little more than one out of five give to the Church (or religious causes) at all. 
 
The study concluded U.S. Catholics lacked “spiritual engagement with money,” particularly in 
parishes with a “pay-the-bills culture.” The study, however, found that when parishes invited 
people to be part of the planning and vision, discussed the need for money in that context, and 
communicated the good things that their donations would accomplish, they saw “more generous 
giving” from the faithful. 
 
Everly, however, said the #iGiveCatholic campaign has gathered new data with positive findings 
that challenge some of the conventional wisdom about Catholic philanthropy. Most studies, she 
said, look at Catholic philanthropy in terms of obligatory tithing, but are missing the bigger 
picture of Catholic “voluntary giving,” which includes generous donations of time and talent, in 
addition to treasure. 
 

https://icl.nd.edu/
https://icl.nd.edu/assets/96494/unleashing_catholic_generosity.pdf%22%3Eunleashing_catholic_generosity.pdf
https://icl.nd.edu/assets/96494/unleashing_catholic_generosity.pdf%22%3Eunleashing_catholic_generosity.pdf
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She noted the minimum sacrificial gift for participating in the #iGiveCatholic campaign was $25. 
But the Catholic Foundation found the average donation this year (in the advance giving stage) 
was $186. 
 
Approximately 40% of donors they surveyed from last year said they were first time online 
givers, which Everly said showed the conventional wisdom that Catholic donors are “resistant to 
online giving” was not correct. 
 
Everly said they will have a case study published soon on their findings. 
 
“The takeaway for me is when you invite Catholic donors to give to their passion, to their faith, 
and not out of obligation, but because it is their desire, they give,” she said. “And compared to 
donors in general, they’re more generous.” 

Peter Jesserer Smith is a Register staff writer.   
 

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/pjsmith/
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